Safeguarding News
ISSUE 42

FRIDAY 07 DECEMBER 2018

Private Fostering
What is Private Fostering?
Private fostering is an arrangement whereby a child under the age of 16 (or 18 if the child has a disability) is placed for
28 days or more in the care of someone who is not the child’s parent(s) or a ‘connected person’.
A connected person is defined as a ‘relative, friend or other person connected with a child’. Private foster carers can
be from the extended family, e.g. a cousin or a great aunt, but cannot be a relative as defined under the Children Act
1989, section 105:
‘A relative under the Children Act 1989 is defined as a ‘grandparent, brother, sister, uncle or aunt (whether full blood
or half blood or by marriage or civil partnership) or step-parent’.
It is imperative that the local authority are notified if a child is living with someone who is not their parent or a
‘connected person’ for longer than 28 days. The local authority need to be satisfied that the placement is suitable and
the child is safe. To be defined as ‘private fostering’, the child must be living with that person for longer than 28 days
and this should be continuous but can include occasional short breaks.

What is the relevant legislation for private fostering?
The Children (Private Arrangements for Fostering) Regulations 2005 replaced the Children (Private Arrangements for
Fostering) Regulations 1991 and the National Minimum Standards for Private Fostering (NMS) issued under section 7
of the Local Authority Social Services Act 1970 are key pieces of legislation governing the area of private fostering. The
NMS is general guidance and does not have the full force of statute, but should be followed unless there are
exceptional local circumstances to justify a variation.

Where a member of staff becomes aware that a pupil is in a Private Fostering
Arrangement:
1. This should be shared with the Safeguarding Team via an incident log on CPOMS:

Alert Staff Members –
Always select
Safeguarding Team.

All new incidents should
be logged as Incident
Open. Do not select any
other category as the
Safeguarding Team will
do this.

2. The Safeguarding Team will follow up the incident, ensuring we have appropriate information before notifying the
Local Authority of the circumstances.

