The Magazine of the Old Scholars of Kingswood Grammar School

ELITCELELAL:

Many thanks for the material for KOSA NEWS sent to me over
the years, and this extra edition will ‘soak up’ some of the letters,
photographs and articles which have so far been unpublished,
Although | still have enough material for another edition in the
Spring, | hope that this will not stop you from sending in your
contnbutions, especially those who haven't written before. Go
on, put pen to paper now!

My aim for the ‘NEWS is to produce a balanced and quality
¥ publication, commensurate with the resources available to
g us, full of interest to its readers, whilst at the same time
providing a vehicle to bring KGS people together. After all,
we do share a common background even though there are ma ny years between the
dldest and youngest members of KOSA, | hope that you think we have succeedad
50 far.
There will be a Reunion and AGM in the Spring, but at the time of going to print the
date has not yet been fixed. However, there will be ancther 'NEWS before then in
which an announcement will be made. Lincombe Barn has already been booked for
the Autumn Lunch on Saturday, 10th October 1998, so you can put that date in your
diaries,

In the meantime can | encourage you to support MIKE COKAYNE'S 'OPERATION
ARCHIVE' by completing the enclosed form and sending i to him. Your KOSA
Committee’s addresses are on the back of the form.

Mike Bendrey, 26 Overndale Road, Downend Bristol, BS16 2RT
Tel/Fax: 0117 956 5689 Internet: ml-bendrey@wpg.uwe.ac.uk




T™WO Cr THE FEW...

DAVID HUMPHRIES (1952-59)

writes:

‘Prompted by  JENNIFER  ANGEL
(BENMETT) (1952-39), | dacided to af-
tend the KOSA Reunion last April. What a
surprise to see so many faces of yes-
teryear and what a delight to renew old
acquaintances, | have now read all the
back-igsues of KOSA NEWS, which kept
me enthralled for hours!

1 was particularly interested in those
young people who gave their lives during
World War Il, as being a member of
Hanham Local History Society, we re-
cantly researched the twenty six Hanham
men who gave their all. A memaorial stone
was laid on 14 May 1995 on the existing
War Memeorial at Hanham Folk Centre,
and after dedication, the REV ARTHUR
MERRITT {1934-38), brother of REY
ALAN MERRITT who officiated at KO-
SA's tree planting ceremony, gave an
informal address. He served in the RAF
from 1941 to 1946 in the South East Asia
Command, and now lives in retirement in
Weymaouth. He spoke of the Hanham
men he knaw, and among them were two
pupils of KGS. They were GEORGE
VWYNDHAM PARNELL and FREDERICK
ILES.

“An obituary by G M Yonge appeared in
the press when he died which reads;

GEORGE WYNDHAM PARMNELL
"Pilot Officer G W Parnell received his
school education at Kingswood Grammar
School. In 1934 he was awarded a
Gloucester County Scholarship and en-
tered the University of Brstol, where he
began work for the degree of BSc in Zo-
ology. He early attracted attention by his
conspicuous ability and attractive per-

F.

sanality.

“In 1837 he
8 graduated with a

first class hon-
ours In Zoology.
His abilities were
RO further
recognised by
" the continuance
_ of his Scholar-
ship and an
: : award from the
Department of Scientific and Industrial
Research. He had already begun to
specialise in entomology, and he now
commencad research on the life history of
willow aphids, in the course of which he
made important contributions to knowl-
edge, notably on the effect of light on the
appearance of winged forms in these
animals. He received the degree of PhD
in 1940 after submitting a thesis on this
wark.
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In 1839 he received the high honour of
the award of a Commonwealth Fellowship
tenable for two years in the United
States... being only the second success-
ful candidate from Bristol. From August
1938 until May 1840 he worked at the
University of California, but then returned
to offer his services to hiz country and
volunteered for the RAF. He died within a
few days of the completion of his training.
He will long remembered as one of the
mast brilliant graduates of the University
of Bristol®

‘George died on 5th February 1941, aged
25 years, and is buried in Whitfield Tab-
ernacle Churchyard in Kingswood where
his grave is marked with a military
headstone and tended by the War Graves
Commigsion.’

‘FREDERICK ILES was borm in April 1823
and died on 17 April 1945. Fred's father



was a policeman in Stroud and on his
retirement returned with his family to his
native Hanham in 1834. Fred (or Fardie),
who was transferred to KGS from Marling
School, was very good academically,
especially in French {written and oral),
mathematics and science. He also ex-
celled in sports and played for the =chaal
cricket and football teams. He also won
throwing the cricket ball' three times on
" ; o Sports Days.

* | Fred gained a
~ scholarship o
. Bristol University
| and served in the
Horme Guard until
" hewas called up.

‘5. Although he had
¢ 8 attended officers’

. training courses,
S he joined the
Royal Armoured

Corps as a ser-
geant but later transferred to the Royal
Tank Corps where he became Master
Gunner and Master Driver. He went into
Europe after the D-Day landings and was
in the first convoy of tanks ta knock down
the gates of Belsen Concentration Cam B,
which he described in a letter as 'hell on
earth’. During the clearing of the site at
Luneburg Heath, where the German
surrender to Montgomery took place, he
wrote home saying 'it's all aver now, we
will soon be home'. On 17 April 1945 -

only weeks from the
s Bnd of the war in
## Europe - allied typhaon
§ aircraft shot up and
B bombed our own tanks
@ 2 and Fred was killed.
S He was buried in a
Military Cemetery in
Becklingen, near Sol-
@ tau in Germany, This
account was recently
related to me by Fred's surviving younger
brother, Victor

“

JEITUARLIES...

It is with great regret that we report the
passing of two stalwarts of KOSA who
died within a few days of sach other in
October 1897, KOSA will be so much the
poorer without their enthusiasm and
commitment:

FRANK RAWLINGS (1839-43) had been
treasurer of KOSA for as long as anyone
can remember, and Frank brought to
KOSA his professionalism, his organisa-
tional skills, and his regard for the edu-
cational experience which he received at
KGS.

Frank was well-known in Downend where
he lived, not only as manager of Lloyds
Bank, but also as a member of the Fotary
Club of Fishponds and Downend where
he served as President, member of
Downend Round Table and the 41 Club,
and as treasurer of RMLI. Frank was not
only associated with the Old Scholars of
KGS, but he was also an active Governar
of Manguotsfield Schoal,

We extend cur condolences to Frank's
wife ESME, who is alsc a Committes
Member of KOSA, and who as ESME
ROBERTS was at KGS from 1941-45,
and his son Tim and daughter Claire. His
true friendship will be sorely missed but
never forgotten by those who knew him.

DAVID PEACOCK (1928-36) took over as
Secretary of KOSA from FRED BARER
on his return to Bristol when he retired, |n
that position he worked very closely with
FRANK RAWLINGS,

David wen a place at Bristol University
where he gained his BSc. His further
studies were interrupted by the War and,
in 1240, he was recruited by IC| as a
research chemist at their plant in Billing-
ham on Tees-side. He remained in the



Agricultural Division of 1G] for the rest of
his working life, spent mostly in the Morth
of England, retiring as \Works Manager of
their plant at Heysham, Lancs., in 1975,

In 15924 David moved with his wife Mar-
garst to Broadway in Worcestershire, A
particular pleasura of that move was the
contact made with old scholars VIC and
BARBARA  AMOS (193742 and
1838-41), who lived nearby.

We would also like to express to David's
wife Margaret our best wishes and con-
dolences at this time, and to express our
thanks for the contrbution that David
made to the development of KOSA,

“

STAFF NEWS...

It's always good to hear from past mem-
bers of staff at KGS, and thanks to DAVID
HILLING (15947-54) we have man aged to
trace IAN ASHWELL, who taught Geog-
raphy from September 1951 to December
1953, lan writes;

Many thanks for sending the latest KOSA
News, Ittakes me back! But|was sad to
see the report of the death of COLIN
WINTOUR who joined the staff with me in
September 1851, The photo of the 1952
‘Pirates of Penzance' recalls very happy
memaories of that production which in-
volved such a large number of both staff
and youngsters. | have since done fjuite a
lot of Gilbert and Sullivan up to relatively
recently in London.

1 have been meeting DAVID HILLING
(1947-54) from time to time at the pro-
fessional level; and he has baen Keeping
me broadly up-to-date with the school. |
first mat him when he was a sixth-former
at the Gower field course in Biology and
Geography which BARBARA RICKETTS
and | started, | think in 1952. He has

since gone on to greater things!

As for myself, after leaving KGS in De-
cember 1953, 1took a Master's Degree at
Eristol in 1856 and then had three years
teaching Geography at Portsmouth
Grammar School, then a Direct Grant
school, before returning to Bristol to do a
PhD in Geography. | then moved to
university teaching in Canada in 1962 at
Calgary, which became a full University in
1963, In my first year there we had 3 staff
in the Geography Department, when | left
in 1970 we had 14 and | had been Pro-
fessor and Head. Returning to UK | had
ieaching posts at the City of London
Polytechnic and then at the University of
Salford where | finished in 1982 as a
Senior Lecturer, having been retired early
(like everyone else there over 50) be-
cause of the cuts in university grants at
that time.

‘Meanwhile and since | have had con-
siderable connection with the Youth Ex-
ploration movement, particulary with the
British Schools Exploring Society, with
which | have been on many expeditions to
remote places as scientist {in meteoral-
ogy), leader and Chief Leader of 4 ex-
peditions, the last in 1992, | was Chair-
man of the Society 1984-93 and was
awarded the Gill Memorial Award by the
Royal Geographical Seciety in 1993 for
service to youth exploration, Incidentally |
have just returned from being a leader
with the BSES expediton to South
Greenland.

| came back to Bristal last year because |
still have strong connections with the
University and found myself travelling
back and forth along the M4 from SE
London to Bristol so often that it seemed
convenient { and much more pleasant yto
make a permanent move.

It was good to hear that HAROLD
WATTS and GEORGE BUTCHER are



still around. | see KEN POPLE at various
Bristol University reunions - he took over
from me in 1954 at KGS. | have not really
locked at the local area since 1953 but |
would guess that since the fire and the
change to Kingsfield, and the building of
new roads, | would recognise wvery little.
There was even a raibway station!'

We have also managed to trace the
whereabouts of JACK  DALZIEL
(1962-66), thanks to BOB LEWIS
(1833-40) who taught with him at one
stage of their respective careers. Jack,
who played for Bristol RFC in his youth,
writes:

~..| had three active experiences relating
to KGS. In the late 1830s | played regu-
larly for St George Grammar School
against KGS at soceer and cricket. In
18948 | did my teaching practice there
when working for my Certificate of Edu-
cation, and then | served (happily) as
Senior Master from 1982-68, l=aving to
become Headmaster of Elmhurst
Grammar School, Street. which was
much smaller than KGS,

1 was very pleased to hear of BILL BAI-
LEY (1959-64), and may all the Old
Scholars continue to thrivel’

“
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JUHN BISHOP (1852-57), President of
Kingswood Rugby Football Club, has
given us news of the latest gat-together:

What does one call a group of ex-rugby
players? A ‘pride of lions' comes readily to
mind but would nat de in this instance as
none of the Old Boys gathered together
on Saturday, 27th September last ever
attained such lofty status. Perhaps a
‘Gallery of Players' would be suitable on
this occasion as most watched the game

5

from an elevated position on a bank which
runs parallel to the touchling,

About 25 tumed up, maost on time {which
makes a change), whereupon we all sat
upon the ample buffet whilst quaffing ale
and swapping tales of yore. Several made
their debut appearances at this bi-annual
event. DAVE PETERS (1948-51), he of
the primitive kit, travelled from Milton
kKeynes. FETER MALPASS (1948-51),
who looked extremely fit and well, man-
aged it from Shropshire. Both were |ast
involved with the Kingswood Old Boys
Rughy Club, as it was then, nearly 40
years ago. JOHN POOLE (1948-517)was
a last minute arrival bringing good news
that JOHN SALTER (1949-567) was wel|
on his way to a complete recovery after a
major aperation.

Meedless fo say, there were the regulars
from afar, including JOHN COLE
(1849-56) and ROY KING (1949-58) who
always seem to be able to find the time to
renew their centre partnership, in the bar
rather than on the field, even though it
involves majer joumeys from  distant
parts. There is even one Old Boy still
strutting his stuff, albeit in a veterans’ XV,
As he approaches 60, BRIAN BUTLER
(1849-35) looks forward to yet another
season having continued to play the
game he loves for over 40 years, Most of
us dowellto get out of bed in the marnings|

A few hardy souls retired to the Tannis
Court {pub, not a real court!) for an eve-
ning meal and a few more pints (whose
counting?), only to be accosted by
DEREK HARVEY (1949-58), best re-
membered for his lustrous black hair and
dynamic action at scrum-half. VWe gave
hirn a warm welcome, particularly as he
offered to buy a round, His offer was, of
course, accepted.

And so to bed!


































































